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Access to land in Africa is one of the principal factors determining the 
economic and social well being of the poorest Africans particularly 
women in informal settlements and rural areas. Although in the last few 
years there has been remarkable efforts towards repealing sections of 
the national laws thought to be discriminatory to women including land 
laws to allow women to inherit and own land, equal access to land re-
sources is still far from being achieved.   
 

In response to this in 2007, UN-HABITAT developed a guideline on 
“How to Develop a Pro-Poor Land Policy”. This guideline highlights 
the need to mainstream gender in land issues. It states that there is need 
to “make sure that the interests of women and men are specifically ad-
dressed in the draft policies in a balanced way, especially in regard to 
inheritance issues”. The needs of women also include safe sanitation, 
provision of which has a direct correlation with security of tenure. 

 
To clearly bring out this linkage between land, security of tenure and 
sanitation, UN HABITAT is developing a sanitation strategy. This strat-
egy will take into account land and sanitation needs for the poorest ur-
ban segments to have access to sustainable secure tenure as lack of se-
curity of tenure inhibits investment in sanitation.  
 
It is clear that sanitation is an issue related to limited land secure tenure 
and of vacant space as limited land secure tenure for the most African 
urban poor constitutes a big challenge for sanitation and other basic 
services as lack of availability of vacant space in within or close to 
slums constitutes a critical impediment for the construction of toilet 
facilities. There is need thus of legal provisions and the involvement of 
multi-stakeholders and private landowners to make land available for 
toilet construction.  
 
Current statistics reveal that whilst a positive trend in the number of 
people with access to sanitation has been observed in Northern Africa, 
signs of stagnation are clear in sub-Saharan Africa where the rate of 
urbanisation in this sub-region has been the highest in the world. Pre-
liminary UN-HABITAT analyses indicate the need for further study of 
the issue, as they show that lack of sanitation in slums increases health 
risks among all slum dwellers, women and children in particular, hence 
the need to expedite provision of sanitation especially for women. 
 
The sanitation strategy also takes into cognisance, the fact that sanita-
tion is a women’s issue, and this is felt mostly by poor women in urban 
slums. This is because in low income settlements where there are no 
individual toilets, women have to queue for long periods to gain access 
to public toilets.  On the other hand, rural women, no matter how poor, 
do not face the same dilemma  (Cont. on p.2) 

 

 Linking gender, land, and sanitation in Africa 

By Angela Hakizimana ‘Programme Officer  

UN-HABITAT 
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2008 is the International Year of Sanitation in which the United 
Nations has recognised the importance of sanitation to poverty 
reduction and sustainable development  By declaring this year the 
IYS, there is recognition by the international community that 
there is need to take action to improve access to Sanitation, along 
with water and human settlements, as was adopted  at the 13th 
session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development 
(CSD) in May 2005.  The International Year of Sanitation’s 
(IYS), overall objective is to accelerate progress on sanitation to 
help save lives and foster economic and social development. The 
IYS is expected to build on decisions taken by the CSD and help 
to keep the issue of sanitation at the forefront of the global 
agenda. It will raise the issue prominently to politicians, civil 
society, and the public in general focusing on the need to take 
effective action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2008 the African Continent reviewed their commitments of the 
provision of sanitation through the February AfriSan  + 5 in Dur-
ban South Africa and the continent is holding its first Africa Wa-
ter Week and  based on the above events, WLWRSA decided to 
devote its second issue of its quarterly newsletter to issues of 
sanitation and bringing to the fore that  non provision of sanita-
tion has huge implications on development.   
 
The focus of the newsletter will also highlight that sanitation is 
no longer ‘just’ a health issue but a developmental one as it af-
fects the achievement of all the Millennium Development Goals 
[MDGs]. Because sanitation should be considered as a develop-
ment issue, it is important that it is linked to water and land re-
sources. The article by UN Habitat clearly highlights the link-
ages. 
 
As sanitation offers dignity to people more so women, and its non 
provision impacts negatively on development, WLWRSA and its 
partners saw it fit to host a regional working conference on water 
sanitation for sustainable development. The outcomes of the con-
ference can be developed into projects and programmes that 
would address the main objectives of the IYS. 
 
It has not been possible for this issue to include a profile of a 
Trustee but this will appear in the next issue as a way of our con-
tinued recognition of corporate governance. This is important as 
corporate governance is central to the functioning of civil society 
organisations 

 From the Director’s desk 
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Women’s Land and Water Rights in Southern Africa in partnership 
with the Women for Water Partnership and the government of Bot-
swana successfully hosted an Africa Regional Working Conference 
(ARWC) in Botswana from the 11th to the 14th of February 2008. 
 
The Working Conference brought together high level experts practi-
tioners and policy makers in the field of water, land, sanitation, envi-
ronment gender and sustainable livelihoods, Regional and Economic 
Commissions such as the Southern Africa Development Community, 
Senior Government Officials at Principal Secretary level from Bot-
swana, Lesotho and Zimbabwe, Private Sector, represented by Africa 
Development Bank and Donor Agencies such as UN Habitat and Wa-
ter Aid Southern Africa Office. 
 
The working conference, was no mere talk shop, but provided a 
unique opportunity for government, civil society and representatives 
from donor organisations to interact and discuss the problems and 
solutions of water and sanitation through a gender lens. Discussions 
clearly outlined the need to triple efforts towards achieving the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (MDGs), and that water and sanitation 
provide an entry point in achieving all the other MDGs. 
 
It was noted that investing in MDG 7, especially on sanitation has 
multiple returns as every dollar spent on sanitation, is spent on at 
least 5 other MDGs. For every dollar spent on sanitation, at least $9 is 
saved in health, education, social and economic development. How-
ever, there is need to expedite the implementation of solutions to 
WATSAN as self esteem for women begins with proper and safe 
sanitation in communities and this has a ripple effect in bringing forth 
confident women who can drive development to meaningful levels. 
This supports the notion that sanitation is dignity.  
 
The conference brought to the fore areas for future programming in 
addressing the problems for women in accessing adequate water and 
sanitation. In particular, the link between land and water and sanita-
tion was explored through a paper presented by UN HABITAT which 
brought out that lack of secure access to land has a direct impact on 
sanitation because the poor will not invest in safe sanitation where 
they do not have security of tenure.  
 
After a presentation of a paper on transboundary water management, 
participants also discussed the issue of benefit sharing and compensa-
tion. Discussions zeroed in on the need for civil society to lobby on 
behalf of riparian communities so that benefits and compensation for 
displacement through these projects can be meaningful and longer 
term for them. There is thus a need for a bottom-up approach to pro-
gramming, so that communities are not left without water and sanita-
tion yet they were displaced to make way for huge water projects.  

(Cont. on p.3) 

 
 
 
as their urban counterparts because when it comes to 
sanitation, they rarely queue to go to the toilet, and 
they are less likely to share toilets with dozens of 
other people.  
 
There is thus a need to enhance the capacity of 
women as in most cases, they are entrusted in the 
management of these facilities. Sanitation, therefore, 
is also an issue of operations and maintenance man-
agement because in slums and informal settlements, 
there are concerns over long term sustainable man-
agement of public toilets, both in terms of opera-
tions, maintenance, and financial sustainability. 
 

In conclusion, for the urban poor, mainly women, 
security of tenure becomes meaningful when ac-
cess to water and sanitation is also secure. In pro-
viding sustainable solutions therefore, there is a 
need to raise awareness and strengthen the capac-
ity of local authorities, Community Based Organi-
sations and Non-governmental Organisations in 
land governance, water and sanitation manage-
ment and gender mainstreaming so that the inter-
ests of both women and men are specifically ad-
dressed in policies. 

 

Further, the growing water and sanitation problem 
in urban areas can be addressed comprehensively 
only if the link between gender, secure tenure, and 
access to land, water and sanitation is recognized 
and this entails the development of pro-poor poli-
cies to overcome barriers in the provision of a 
range of land rights appropriate to different situa-
tions.  

 

 

Sanitation Important to Achieving MDGs: Feedback from the Conference on Water, 
Sanitation and Health for Sustainable Development 

Doris N. Kumbawa 
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Case studies presented from Mali, Lesotho, Tanzania 
and Zimbabwe, also brought out problems that women 
experience on the ground in accessing clean water and 
sanitation. Discussions emanating from the case studies 
highlighted that the design of projects needs to take 
into cognizance scaling up and replication. As a work-
ing conference, 4 project proposals were developed for 
Lesotho, Mali, Tanzania and Zimbabwe from the gaps 
identified confronting women at grassroots level. 

 
 

 
Another paper entitled “Water Privatization and implications on 
Sustainable Development from a Gender Perspective” discussed 
privatization which has been largely seen as a failure. Neverthe-
less, discussions from this paper highlighted that there was still 
need for governments to partner with the private sector of which 
the latter can be important in bringing in efficiency in the manage-
ment of water.  
 
A paper was also presented by the Women’s Affairs directorate in 
the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs in Botswana 
bringing out the status of affairs for women in Botswana in 
terms of access to land, water and sanitation, whilst the 
Armenian Women for a Healthy Environment presented a 
paper on a project that is being implemented at a school by 
this organisation in Armenia for ecological sanitation.  
 
Discussion of this paper emphasized that pilot projects are 
only a beginning hence the need to work with government 

and local communities from the 
beginning to assist with scaling up 
so that the projects in water and 
sanitation have a greater impact 
on society. 
 

 
 

Right: (From Left to Right) Dr. Mabhiza (Permanent Secretary: 

Ministry of Health Zimbabwe); Mrs J. Andersen (Botswana board 

Member: WLWRSA); Mr. K. Tau (Dep. Permanent Secretary: Minis-

try of Water Lesotho); Hon. G.U.S. Mathlabaphiri (Dep. Minister: 

Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs Botswana); Mr. V. Rantshabeng 

(Dep. Permanent Secretary: Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs 

Botswana; Ms. J. Charewa (Chairperson: WLWRSA); Dr. A. Bouman 

( President: WfWfW); Ms. M. Legwaila(Director: Women’s Affairs, 

Min. of Labour & Home Affairs Botswana)  

 

Below: Group Photo of Participants of the ARWC 



 
Introduction  
The use of urban wastewater for crop production is receiving increased attention in most parts of 
the world due to the increasing scarcity and high cost of fresh water resources and food especially 
in semi-arid and arid regions. In most developing country cities particularly in informal settle-
ments and slums, sanitary and hygiene conditions stemming from lack of adequate wastewater 
and human waste collection, treatment and or disposal are dangerous and even life threatening for 
the environmental health of urban residents and deteriorate the overall environmental quality of 
the urban area at large.  
 
In most urban cities of developing countries’, the individual impact of poor sanitation and water 
related diseases, as well as the overall impact on society is even greater due to high population 
densities and growth rates. Children and other poor groups are vulnerable to the public health 
problems stemming from poor sanitation related to unsafe wastewater disposal and water related 
diseases. Annually, more than two million people die from diarrhoeal diseases. Opportunities exist 
for alleviating poverty Wastewater reuse is one possible way in which food production can be 
improved especially in developing countries where food is often scarce. Wastewaters from urban 
areas has a great potential in alleviating poverty and improving sanitation. Municipal wastewater 
normally consists of any of the following: a mixture of domestic wastewater, commercial and 
industrial effluents, urban runoff and infiltration. Due to the nature of sewage, fears have been 
expressed on the possible heath hazards associated with effluent use. Health concerns are centered 
on the pathogenic organisms that are normally present in effluent; build up of toxic materials 
within the soil, and subsequently within the plant and animal tissue, which might eventually reach 
the human food chain. 
 
Constraints to wastewater Use 
 
Constraints and risks that are associated with wastewater use in urban agriculture include:) Health 
of workers and handlers: 
Improperly treated wastewater can pose a major risk to farm workers and handlers. Bacteria, vi-
ruses and parasites that are present in human excreta enter the environment where there might 
remain for some time in water or in the soil. There is need for protective clothing such as gum 
boots and gloves since farm workers may be exposed to skin irritations and diseases. 
 
2) Crop contamination by pollutants in the waste:  
The contaminates might be physical, chemical or biological that might be present in wastewater. The princi-
pal objective of sewage treatment is to allow municipal and industrial effluents to be disposed of without 
danger to public health or to the environment. Mara et al.  (1976), suggest that the greatest risk associated 
with the production of agricultural crops from wastewater is that with crops eaten raw, for example, salad 
crops, especially so if they are root crops or those crops that grow close to the soil such as lettuce.   
 
3) Risk to animal health 1Lead (Pb) and Cadmium (Cd) metals are known to be cumulative toxins 
and can affect animals, including human beings. Cadmium may be taken up by plants and can 
eventually reach the human food chain. Cadmium may have a significant effect on plant yield as 
well as toxicity to human and animals where it can accumulate in livers causing renal tubular 
damage and cancer (USEPA, 1983). 
 
4) Ground water contamination 
Groundwater pollution is a bigger problem than surface water pollution because groundwater can 
move great distances through unseen aquifers. Some soils such as clays partially purify water of 
bacteria by simple filtration (adsorption and absorption), dilution, and, in some cases, chemical 
reactions and biological activity: however, in some cases, the pollutants merely transform to soil 
contaminants. Groundwater that moves through cracks and caverns is not filtered and can be 
transported as easily as surface water. This becomes a great health risk in areas where 
 

 Urban Wastewater use Potential 
 

S.Mutengu a and E. F Kaitano aaWomen’s Land and Water Rights in Southern Africa 
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�groundwater is extracted directly for household use. 
 
Environmental Benefits of wastewater use 
Properly planned and managed wastewater schemes can have positive environmental impacts as well as increased agricultural 
yields. According to Mara and Cairncross (1989), environmental improvement results from several factors such as following: 
 
A) Avoidance of surface water pollution, which occurs if unused wastewater is discharged into rivers or lakes. Major pollution 

problems such as dissolved oxygen depletion, eutrophication, foaming and fish kills can be avoided (Mara and Cairncross, 
1989, Pescod and Arar, 1985). 

B) Reduced requirements for artificial fertilizers with a concomitant reduction in energy expenditure and industrial pollution 
elsewhere 

C) Conservation or more rational usage of fresh water resources, especially in arid and semi arid areas where fresh water will be 
used for urban demand and wastewater for agriculture. 

D) Soil conservation through humus build up and prevention of land erosion. Improved urban amenity through irrigation and 
fertilization of green spaces for recreation and visual appeal. 

 
 
DATA BASE OF EXPERTS 
 
As an organisation that was formed to advocate for equity mainstreaming in policies governing land and water resources for pov-
erty reduction and overall economic empowerment of women, it is important that linkages are made between various institutions 
working in the same sector in order to create a voice of CSOs. In this regard, WLWRSA is in the process of creating a data base of 
such institutions, individual experts who can be called upon to contribute to its work as well as creating a critical mass that would 
be involved in advocacy work at different levels. 
 
The first draft of the database of experts and expert organizations in the area of water, land rights/tenure, sanitation, HIV/AIDS, 
trade, agriculture, food security and sustainable livelihoods in the region has been produced and will continue to be updated. 
 
The database will enable the WLWRSA and its partners to identify partner organizations that it can engage in some of its regional 
activities.  The process will assist CSOs to network, share knowledge and experiences and form a critical mass that will effectively 
engage with governments in addressing the impacts of poverty in the region. Advocacy work required that CSOs speak with one 
voice on issues that are factual to enable governments to listen and probably act. WLWRSA is also requesting that organizations 
working around these issues send in the relevant information about their work to advocacy@wlwrsa.org and 
information@wlwrsa.org. 
 
 
 

Dear Colleagues 
WLWRSA is calling on all interested individuals, groups and organizations to send in 
their articles and advertisements for publication in the newsletter. 
 
For advertisements a small fee will be charged to allow for the publication of the news-
letter. This will be circulated regionally. The theme is on integrating land and water re-
sources for sustainable livelihoods and food security. For further details concerning the 
articles and advertisements you are free  to send an email or call. If in the past you have 
done some research work on these areas you can simply summarize the prominent issues 
to 250 to 300 words to allow for space for more articles. The theme of the next issue is 
Land, Water and Gender for Food Security. 



 
REGIONAL ADVOCACY STRATEGY IN AFRICA 
The advocacy and Information Unit is in the process of developing an advocacy 
strategy document for the region. 
 
E-FORUM 
WLWRSA is in the process of starting an e-forum discussion page on its web-
site which is meant to initiate electronic dialogue and discussions on the gen-
dered aspects of land and water rights interface in relation to poverty reduction. 
The purpose of the E-Forum discussion is to open dialogue on relevant issues 
that affect women and the outcomes will be used to influence policy formula-
tion at all levels. 
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Equality 
Equity 
Dignity 
Professionalism 
Commitment 
Non – Partisanship 
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Report back: 
For any additions and comments 
contact the advocacy and informa-
tion unit at advocacy@wlwrsa.org 
and information@wlwrsa.org 


